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Does  a  Thorough  School  Course  for  the  Blind, 
Tested  by  Regents  Examinations, 

Induce  Dependence? 


REGENTS  EXAMINATIONS. 

Schools  for  the  blind  and  for  the  deaf  have  always  been  regarded  as 
separate  from  the  general  school  system.  To  hold  the  leading  place 
among  the  schools  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  is  an  object  worthy 
of  effort,  but  to  take  rank  with  the  high  schools,  academies,  and  even  with 
the  colleges  of  the  State  through  doing  similar  work,  as  proved  by  the 
same  tests  to  which  they  are  subjected  in  literature  and  in  music,  is  an 
object  of  much  greater  significance  and  importance. 

The  high  reputation  gained  through  the  examinations  is  a  most 
valuable  asset,  and  should  it  be  lost  the  injury  would  not  only  be  great 
but  irreparable,  except  through  the  same  long  sustained  efforts  and 
achievements  by  which  this  reputation  has  been  acquired. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  branches  of  the  elementary  course,  forty-five 
subjects  of  the  high  school  curriculum  have  been  covered  in  our  Regents 
examinations. 

A  comparison  covering  the  period  since  1891,  when  the  examinations 
were  introduced,  gives  the  following  results : 

State  Sc /tools.  Institution. 


Per  cent,  claimed  of  number  examined .  74  79 

Per  cent,  allowed  of  number  examined .  63  79 

Per  cent,  allowed  of  number  claimed .  84  99 


These  are  the  aggregate  results  for  all  subjects  and  for  the  entire 
period;  but  the  comparison  by  separate  subjects  is  uniformly  in  our  favor. 

At  the  State  Department  of  Education,  whose  inspectors  regularly  visit 
us,  this  Institution  enjoys  an  excellent  reputation,  and  the  answer  papers 
of  its  pupils  have  been  used  effectively  in  reply  to  the  criticism  that  the 
examinations  were  too  difficult. 

A  statement  has  been  made  to  the  effect  that  our  main  object  has  been  to 
prepare  pupils  to  take  the  Regents  examinations,  and  that  as  a  consequence 
they  are  obliged  on  leaving  school  to  enter  a  home  for  the  blind. 
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As  it  is  generally  known  that  these  examinations  are  prescribed  by  the 
highest  educational  authority  of  this  State,  as  a  uniform  test  of  the  methods 
and  results  of  school  work,  such  a  statement  would  not  call  for  notice 
except  to  remove  any  misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  objects  and  results 
of  our  work,  and  to  show  by  comparison  that  our  practice  is  much  more 
productive  of  self-reliance,  self-help  and  all  around  good  work  than  would 
be  possible  without  these  examinations. 

In  New  York  there  are  three  homes  for  the  blind  and  in  Philadelphia 
two  homes.  The  number  of  inmates  reported  at  the  time  of  inquiry,  1906, 


was  as  follows: 

Home  for  the  Blind,  New  York .  97 

Working  Home,  Brooklyn .  27 

Church  Home,  Brooklyn .  17 


141 

The  number  who  have  at  some  time  attended  this  school  was: 


Home  for  the  Blind . . .  20 

Church  Home  for  the  Blind .  6 

Working  Home  for  Blind  Men .  13 

39 


Of  these,  21  left  school  before  examinations  were  introduced  in  1891, 
and  18  since  then;  and  of  these  18,  only  two  passed  the  six  “preliminary” 
examinations  by  which  entrance  is  gained  into  the  high  school  grade. 

The  number  reported  in  the  Philadelphia  homes  was: 


Working  Home  for  Blind  Men .  126 

Home  for  Blind  Women .  69 

195 


Of  these  the  number  who  had  attended  the  Philadelphia  (Overbrook) 
School  for  the  Blind  was  as  follows: 

In  the  Working  Home  for  Blind  Men .  69 

Home  for  Blind  Women . .  50 

119 

Percentage  in  Philadelphia  homes  who  had  attended  the 
Philadelphia  School .  61% 

Percentage  in  New  York  homes  who  had  attended  the 

New  York  School .  28% 

Percentage  in  New  York  School  who  had  taken  preliminary 
examinations .  .  ...  0.51^ 

These  examinations  bring  our  pupils  to  a  level  with  pupils  in  the 
general  schools;  they  stimulate  ambition,  purpose  and  hope;  they  require 
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proof  of  equal  work  done,  and  secure  the  same  evidences  of  qualification  as 
are  accorded  to  those  who  see. 

These  things  contribute  greatly  to  the  development  of  conscious 
strength  and  of  those  qualities  which  constitute  the  best,  if  not  the  only, 
safeguard  against  dependence. 

VOCATIONS  AFTER  SCHOOL  PERIOD. 

Convincing  evidence  as  to  the  vocations  that  are  open  to  the  blind  is 
furnished  by  the  United  States  Census  of  1900. 

The  report  shows  12,506  engaged  in  gainful  occupations.  Of  these, 
4,478  lost  their  sight  under  twenty  years  of  age,  and  this  group  therefore 
comprises  those  who  were  educated  in  the  schools  for  the  blind. 

The  data  on  the  vocations  of  this  group  are  replete  with  evidence 
bearing  on  the  vocational  success  of  the  educated  young  blind  in  after  life, 
and  indicating  with  great  clearness  the  kind  and  scope  of  education  that 
best  befits  them. 

Vocations  of  those  who  lost  their  sight  under  twenty  years: 

Totally  blind .  2,354 

Partially  blind . ; .  2,124 

Total .  4,478 


. - Number  employed 

VOCA  TION: 

Number 

branches. 

Totally 

blind. 

Partially 

blind. 

7'otal. 

Agriculture . 

8 

231 

939 

1,170 

Professional . 

•  13 

763 

230 

993 

Domestic  and  personal  service . 

12 

207 

387 

594 

Trade  . 

.  22 

376 

218 

594 

Manufacturing  and  mechanical  pursuits 

.  49 

777 

340 

1,117 

The  particular  trade  pursued  by  this  group  of  the 

blind  should  be 

specially  studied. 

AGRICULTURE: 

Totally 

blind. 

Partially 

blind. 

Total. 

Dairymen  and  dairy  women . 

3 

4 

7 

Farmers,  planters  and  overseers . 

7i5 

891 

Gardeners,  florists  and  nurserymen .... 

4 

11 

15 

Laborers . 

•  34 

175 

209 

Lumbermen  and  raftsmen . 

5 

5 

Other  agricultural  pursuits  . 

1 

1 

Stock  raisers,  herders  and  drovers . 

•  3 

11 

14 

Wood  choppers . 

11 

17 

28 

231 

939 

1,170 
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PROFESSIONAL  SERVICE: 

Actors,  professional  showmen . 

Artists  and  teachers  of  art . 

Clergymen . 

Dentists . 

Electricians . 

Engineers  and  surveyors . 

Journalists  . . 

Lawyers . 

Literary  and  scientific  pursuits . 

Musicians  and  teachers  of  music . 

Officials  (government) . 

Other  professional  service . 

Physicians  and  surgeons  . . .  . 

Teachers  and  professors  in  colleges . 

DOMESTIC  AND  PERSONAL  SERVICE: 
Boarding  and  lodging  house  keepers .... 

Hotel  keepers . 

Housekeepers  and  stewards . 

Janitors  and  sextons . 

Laborers  (not  specified) . 

Launderers  and  laundresses . 

Nurses  and  mid  wives . 

Restaurant  keepers . 

Saloon  keepers . 

Servants  and  waiters . 

Watchmen,  policemen,  firemen . 

Other  domestic  and  personal  service 

TRADE: 

Agents . 

Bankers  and  brokers . 

Boatmen  and  sailors . 

Bookkeepers  and  accountants . 

Clerks  and  copyists . 

Commercial  travelers . 

Draymen,  hackmen,  teamsters . 

Foremen  and  overseers . 

Hostlers . 

Hucksters  and  peddlers . 

Livery  stable  keepers . 

Carried  forward . 


Totally 

blind. 

Partially 

blind. 

Total. 

3 

4 

7 

i 

•  • 

1 

.  68 

21 

89 

.  .  . 

I 

1 

i 

•  • 

1 

►  .  . 

I 

1 

4 

I 

5 

5 

6 

11 

•  14 

6 

20 

609 

157 

766 

3 

2 

5 

2 

•  • 

2 

7 

2 

9 

.  46 

29 

75 

763 

230 

993 

3 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

3 

5 

8 

1 

7 

8 

.  106 

230 

336 

•  13 

23 

36 

5 

8 

13 

6 

3 

9 

5 

3 

8 

•  53 

103 

156 

. 

1 

1 

9 

4 

13 

207 

390 

597 

•  7i 

28 

99 

8 

3 

11 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

13 

17 

7 

7 

14 

1 

19 

20 

1 

•  • 

1 

4 

3 

7 

•  79 

43 

122 

4 

5 

9 

.  181 

124 

305 
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TRADE: 

Brought  forward . 

Merchants  and  dealers . . . 

Merchants  and  dealers  (wholesale) . 

Messengers,  errand  and  office  boys . 

Other  persons  in  trade. . . 

Packers  and  shippers . 

Porters  and  helpers  in  stores . 

Salesmen  and  saleswomen . 

Steam  railroad  employees . 

Stenographers  and  typewriters . 

Telegraph  and  telephone  operators . 

Undertakers . 

MANUFACTURING  AND  MECHANICAL 
PURSUITS:  * 

Bakers . 

Butchers . . 

Butter  and  cheese  makers . . 

Blacksmiths . 

Boot  and  shoe  makers,  repairers . 

Bookbinders . 

Broom  makers* . : . .  . 

Charcoal,  coke  and  lime  burners . 

Confectioners . 

Coopers . 

Cabinet  makers . 

Cotton  mill  operatives . 

Carpenters  and  joiners . 

Dressmakers . 

Engineers  and  firemen . 

Fishermen  and  oystermen . 

Glassworkers . 

Hosiery,  knitting  mill  operatives . 

Iron  and  steel  workers . 

Milliners . 

Manufacturers  and  officials . 

Millers . 

Machinists . 

Masons  (brick  and  stone) . 

Mechanics  (not  specified) . 

Marble  and  stone  cutters . 

Miners  and  quarrymen . 

Other  textile  mill  operatives . 

Other  textile  workers . 


Totally 

Partially 

blind. 

blind. 

Total. 

.  iSl 

124 

305 

.  150 

56 

206 

2 

•  • 

2 

2 

5 

7 

•  15 

7 

22 

. 

3 

3 

. 

1 

1 

9 

12 

21 

'  2 

7 

9 

12 

•  • 

12 

3 

1 

4 

. 

2 

2 

379 

2  [8 

594 

.  1 

1 

2 

.  1 

•  • 

1 

.  •  • 

1 

1 

.  .  • 

2 

2 

4 

4 

8 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

•  319 

97 

416 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  1 

•  . 

1 

. 

4 

4 

.  1 

7 

8 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

I 

3 

4 

. 

1 

.1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  1 

2 

3 

.  • 

1 

1 

23 

.  .  . 

6 

6 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

•  • 

1 

4 

8 

12 

2 

2 

.  92 

33 

125 

186 

638 

Carried  forward 


*  See  page  8. 
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MANUFACTURING  AND  MECHANICAL 
PURSUITS: 


Other  food  preparers 


Other  metal  workers 


Painters,  glaziers  and  varnishers 
Plasterers . 


Potters . 

Seamstresses . . 

Steam  boiler  makers . . 

Saw  and  planing  mill  employees . 

Silk  mill  operatives . 

Tailors  and  tailoresses . 

Tobacco  and  cigar  factory  operatives . 
Trunk,  leather  case  makers  . 


Wheelwrights 


Totally 

Partially 

blind. 

blind. 

Total. 

•  452 

186 

638 

.  162 

55 

217 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  IOI 

5i 

152 

1 

•  . 

1 

3 

5 

8 

.  .  . 

2 

2 

1 

♦  . 

1 

1 

.  . 

1 

.  •  . 

1 

1 

•  14 

14 

28 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

•  • 

2 

1 

1 

2 

•  30 

11 

41 

9 

2 

11 

. 

2 

2 

777 

340 

1,117 

Of  these  49  specified  pursuits  followed  by  the  group  of  blind  educated 
at  Institutions,  47  evidently  cannot  be  taught  in  any  Institution,  and 
therefore  employment  depends  upon  local  and  personal  relations  and 
conditions. 

*  Broom  making  has  been  regarded  as  the  most  practicable  trade,  and 
has  been  widely  taught  throughout  the  country  during  the  last  fifty  years. 

Of  the  4,478  who  lost  their  sight  under  twenty  years,  the  number  engaged 
in  the  broom  business  was  416,  or  9.29  per  cent.  Of  this  number,  about  250 
worked  at  broom  making  in  various  homes  and  institutions,  leaving  166,  or 
3.71  per  cent.,  as  the  number  following  this  branch  throughout  the  United 
States  independently. 

Of  those  who  lost  sight  under  twenty  years,  the  number  who  found 

occupation  in  some  branch  of  agriculture  was .  26.12% 

Professional  service  was .  22.18% 

Trade  and  transportation .  13.26% 

Domestic  and  personal  service .  13.26% 

While  it  is  manifest  that  there  are  only  a  very  few  of  the  occupations 
in  the  foregoing  list  for  which  it  would  be  possible  to  give  any  training  in  a 
school  for  the  blind,  it  is  equally  clear  that  it  is  chiefly  by  the  instruction 
and  development  afforded  by  the  school  courses  that  so  many  have  been 

qualified  to  take  up  such  a  wide  range  of  pursuits  with  success. 

*  See  page  7. 
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PAMPHLET  BINDERS 


This  Is  No.  1525 

also  carried  in  stock  in  the  following  sizes 


HIGH 

VIDE 

THICKNESS 

HIGH 

VIDE 

THICXN 

1523 

9 

hashes 

7  inches 

.H  inch 

1529 

12 

inches  16  inches 

H  h 

1524 

16 

a 

7  - 

1538 

12 

U 

!H  “ 

46 

1525 

9 

ii 

6  * 

M 

1932 

13 

u 

19 

46 

1526 

9! 

/  <i 

7  H  w 

4* 

1933 

14 

U  ‘ 

11  - 

44 

1527 

183 

9  M 

7H  “ 

M 

1934 

16 

64 

12 

N 

1526 

11 

44 

»  “ 

<4 

Other  sizes  made  to  order. 
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